
Main members of the learning alliances in the MUS project (lead institution in bold) 

 
Area and focus of 
the learning 
alliance  

Users’ 
organisations, 
CBOs and local 
private service 
providers 

NGOs Government Knowledge 
centres 

Ethiopia 

Dire Dawa woreda 
(district) 
 
Case studies of NGO 
innovations in Dire 
Dawa district-level 

learning alliance 

 Water users 

 Multi-purpose 
Service 
Cooperative of 
Legedini Peasant 
Association 

 Village 

committees 
 Independent 

consultants 

 Harereghe Catholic 

Secretariat, supported 
by Catholic Relief 
Services 

Dire Dawa Administrative Rural Council , 

overseeing: 
 District Rural Development Bureau 
 Water, Mines and Energy office 
 Office of Agriculture 
 Office of Health 
 

 IWMI 

 Haramaya 
University 

 Wageningen 
University 

 Overseas 
Development 

Institute 

Nepal* 
Middle Hills 
 

MUS Innovation by an 
NGO programme, 
linking with 
government bodies 
and NGOs through 
district and national 
learning alliances 

 
 

 National 
Federation of 
Water Irrigation 

Water user 
associations 
Nepal 
(NFIWUAN) 

 Federation of 
Water and 
Sanitation Users 

Nepal 
(FEDWASUN) 

 Community 
water users 
committees 

 

 IDE Nepal and 
Winrock 
International 

 SAPPROS 
 CEAPRED 
 WaterAid 
 NEWAH 
 others 

District officers and national staff of 
Ministries, also member National SIMI 
Advisory board of: 

 Agriculture 
 Finance 
 Women, Children and Social Welfare 
 Local Development 
 Agro-Enterprise Centre 
 Rural Water Supply and Sanitation 

Fund Development Board 

 Department of Agriculture with District 
Agriculture Development Office 

 Department of Irrigation with the Non-
Conventional Irrigation Technology 
project (NITP) 

 Ministry of Local Development with 

Department of Local Infrastructure and 
Agricultural Roads 

 Kathmandu 
University 

 National 

Agricultural 
Research 
Council 

Zimbabwe 
 

Case studies on 
earlier MUS 

innovations in the 

   Institute of Water 
and Sanitation 

Development 
(IWSD) 

 Mvuramanzi Trust 

 Rural District Councils 
 Department of Irrigation 

 inter-ministerial National Action 
Committee for Water and Sanitation 

(NAC) 

 University of 
Zimbabwe. 

 IRC 



Rural District Councils 
of Marondera, 
Murehwa and 
Uzumba Maramba 
Pfungwe (UMP) 
 
National learning 

alliance to consolidate 

MUS innovations 

 UNICEF, host of 
National Water and 
Environmental 
Sanitation Working 
Group (WES-WG) 

 Pump Aid 
 World Vision 

 Action Contre la Faim 

 Christian Care 
  

Bolivia 
Cochabamba valley 

 
Awareness raising 
through case studies 
and scaling up MUS in 
Cochabamba Valley 
through a local private 

service provider  

 Users’ 
organisations 

from a number 
of communities 

 Programa Agua 
Tuya (provider 
of equipment 
and technical 

advice to 

communities) 
 
 Plastiforte 

(provider of 
piped and other 
construction 
material to 

communities) 

 

 SNV 
 CIPCA 

 ANESAPA (capacity 
building network) 

. 
 

 Various Municipalities 
 PROMIC-BTC (a government 

catchment management programme) 
 SEMAPA (utility company) 
 CODESAB (water and sanitation board 

of Cochabamba, with municipalities, 
water cooperatives and major NGOs) 

 

 Centro Agua 
(research 

centre at the 
Universidad 
Mayor de San 
Simón, 
Cochabamba) 

 CASA 

(research 

centre for 
water supply 
and quality) 

 IRC 

Maharashtra* 
The districts of Nasik, 
Ahmednagar and 

Aurangabad 
 
Adoption of MUS by 
the government rural 
water supply 
programme. 

working closely with 

NGOs 

 Village Water 
and Sanitation 
Committees. 

 Women’s 
Empowerment 
Committees 

 Social Audit 
Committees. 

 Community 

members 

 IDE 
 NGOs BSS, Adhar and 

Navnirman in Nasik 

District 
 NGOs SEVA, GARD, 

NISS, and WOTR in 
Ahmednagar District 

 Dilasa in Aurangabad 
District  

 Jalswarajya/Aple Pani water supply 
programme 

 Tehsil Agriculture Government Officer 

in Nasik 
 Agriculture Technology Management 

Agency in Aurangabad 
 

 Institute of 
Social Studies 
in 

Ahmednagar 
 

Colombia 
Learning alliance in 

 Representative 
of coffee growers 

 Plan International  PAAR Rural Water Supply Programme 
for Valle del Cauca (pooling of public 

 Universidad 
del Valle 



Valle del Cauca 
Department and 
learning alliance in 
Quindío Department 
 
Awareness raising 
through case studies 

and adoption of MUS 

by PAAR (regional 
‘domestic’ water 
supply programme) 
and other local 
organisations 

 
 

 AQUACOL 
Association of 33 
community 
organisations 
providing water 
and sanitation 
services 

 Mondomo Users 

Association 
 Montebello Users 

Association 
 RUT Restrepo-

Union Trujillo 

Irrigation Users 
Association 

 ATUNCELA 
Irrigation Users 
Association 

 Golondrinas 
Users Association 

 Bellavista Users 
Association 

departmental and municipal resources 
and private resources managed by the 
private Coffee Association) 

 Departmental Secretary of 
infrastructure Valle del Cauca 

 Departmental Secretary of Agriculture 
Valle del Cauca 

 Municipality of Buga 

 CVC Environmental Authority of Valle 
del Cauca Department 

 Contraloná General de la Republica 
(National Control Institution) 

 UMATA Unit for Agriculture Technical 

Assistance 
 Departmental Secretary of Planning 

Quindío 
 Departmental Secretary of Tourism 

Quindío 

 EPA Empresos Publicas de Armenia 
(public service provider in Armenia, 

Quindío) 
 CRQ Environmental Authority of 

Quindio Department. 
 CRC Environmental Authority of Cauca 

Department 
 

(CINARA and 
EIDENAR, the 
school of 
natural 
resources) 

 Universidad 
del Quindío 

 Universidad 

Javeriana 
(Group of 
water 
management) 

 CIAT 

International 
Centre for 
Tropical 
Agriculture - 
CEIAR Group 

(Watershed 
and 

community) 
 Universidad 

Nacional de 
Colombia – 
Sede Palmira 
(regional 
centre of the 

national 
university) 

 IRC 

N.E. Thailand 
 

 
Bottom up ‘Farmer 
Wisdom Network’ 
focuses on self 
sufficiency and 

integrated farming. 
Network engages with 

national lawmakers 

 Local Wisdom 
Networks 

 Organic rice 
network 

 Other Farmer 
networks/groups 

 Alternative agricultural 
network 

 30 Tambon (= district) administration 
organizations 

 4 Changwat (= provincial) 
administration organizations. 

 National Ministry of Agriculture with 
three regional offices of Land 
Development Department; and with 

two regional offices of Royal 
Department of Irrigation 

 National Ministry of Science and 
Technology with three regional offices 

 Khon Kaen 
University 



of the Department of Water Resources 

South Africa. 
Bushbuckridge Local 
Municipality 
 

District learning 
alliance for integrating 
MUS in Integrated 

Development Plan in 
one ward with 11 
villages, linked to 
national learning 

alliance 

 Water users 
 Village water 

committees 
 Water for Food 

Movement 
 consultants 

 AWARD 
 World Vision 
 Mvula Trust 
. 

 

 Department of Agriculture with 
Provincial office and district 
agricultural extension officers 

 Department of Water Affairs and 

Forestry with regional office and local 
operators 

 Department of Local Government and 

South African Local Government 
Association 

 Department of Health. 
 

 IWMI 
 Water 

Research 
Commission. 

 University of 
Pretoria 

 


