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1) Welcome to our first e-mail update

The PRODWAT thematic group was set up in 2003 to work for better recognition of productive uses of domestic
water supplies, and the improved delivery of multiple use water services at the household level. We are interested
in supporting better provision of water for backyard gardening, livestock keeping and micro-enterprises because
these small-scale activities are vital for poor peoples’ livelihoods, and because they are frequently ignored by the
water sector.

Over the past two years, group members have undertaken a wide range of activities from case study research to
organising an international symposium. We have had regular meetings to share ideas and plan joint activities, but
these are usually held in the Netherlands or the UK. We hope this e-mail newsletter will help the PRODWAT group
to better share information with our wider membership group, especially those who cannot travel to Europe for
meetings. The newsletter will regularly bring you brief updates on group activities and progress, as well other news
on productive uses and domestic water supplies. The newsletter is linked to further information that is made
available on the group website.

We would like to encourage everyone to contribute to the newsletter and website, and to get involved in group
activities. Please send items you would like included to me at butterworth@irc.nl

John Butterworth, IRC

2) New PRODWAT website launched

A new website has been developed by the coordinating partners of the PRODWAT group (IRC International Water
and Sanitation Centre, the Natural Resources Institute, the Overseas Development Institute, Plan International, and
Cinara). Please visit www.prodwat.watsan.net and take a look.

You can find background information on the thematic group, details of group activities, publications and further
links. Publications include case studies on small-scale productive uses of water from around the world, all the
papers from the international symposium in 2003, documents from an electronic conference in 2004, and advocacy
materials.

We would also welcome your feedback on the new site. Please send us your comments and suggestions (there is
a ‘contact us’ function on the website homepage).

Read more at www.prodwat.watsan.net

3) Request for case studies: award of €1000 open to all

The PRODWAT Case Study Award is open to researchers, practitioners and students from the South working on a
theme within the areas of interest of the PRODWAT group. The award of €1000 will support further research on
the best case study submitted to the PRODWAT website, and the author will be invited to present the results at one
of the thematic group meetings.

Case studies should be on the multiple use of water services at the local scale: emphasising the negative or
positive role of productive uses of water at the household/village/local level alongside traditionally recognised
domestic uses. Possible topics might include the role of household water supplies in gardening and urban
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agriculture, for livestock, and for micro-enterprises. Case studies may emphasise technical, social, political,
economic or institutional issues in water development and management for multiple uses at the local scale.

Case studies can be submitted at any time before 30 October 2005, and the winning case study will be announced
before December 2005.

Read more at www.prodwat.watsan.net/paqge/287

4) Sharing news: South Africa makes strides in policies on water and livelihoods

In late 2003, the South African Department of Water Affairs and Forestry (DWAF) explicitly recognised small-scale
productive uses of domestic water within a new Water Services Strategic Framework
(www.prodwat.watsan.net/page/439). More recently this emphasis on water for productive livelihoods has been
followed up in the country’s National Water Strategy. The National Water Strategy published in September 2004
and says:

'Although significant progress has been made in addressing the backlogs in water services, the provision of water
to meet basic human needs does not make allowance for water for income-generating activities.....Similarly, whilst
prioritising allocations of water for emerging farmers and small grower forestry schemes, and revitalising defunct
irrigation schemes has the potential to provide livelihoods for many people in rural areas, these do not address the
needs of the large numbers of people who require water for small-scale activities such as, for instance, brick
making, rearing poultry and growing produce for local sale. The quantities of water required are relatively small -
research in small villages indicates that livelihoods can be significantly enhanced by the availability of 50 to 100
litres per household day.

Although Schedule 1 provides for the use of small quantities of water without the need for further administrative
authorisation it is restricted to domestic uses such as food gardens and domestic stock watering. As the Act
currently stands water use under Schedule 1 supports subsistence activities but does not allow water to be used
for commercial purposes. The requirements for water for small-scale uses in rural areas will be quantified

during compulsory licensing (see below), and the Department will investigate ways of making secure and cost
effective supplies of water available without placing unnecessary administrative burdens on the users.

The requirements for water need not necessarily be met via piped supplies or using water abstracted from rivers.
Rainwater harvesting from roofs or other hardened surfaces, using tanks, small check dams or catchpits can
supplement more conventional sources of supply, and more use can be made of groundwater. Soil moisture can be
retained on cultivated land and infiltration can be increased by contouring or constructing other micro water
retaining structures, which have limited effects on water resources or downstream users. The Department will work
closely with other government agencies, particularly agricultural extension services, and in partnerships with non-
governmental organisations and the private sector to explore possible options and ensure that appropriate
interventions are implemented.'

Read more at www.prodwat.watsan.net/page/473 and link to the full text of the National Water Strategy. DWAF
were also co-organisers of the international symposium on productive uses of water at the household level in 2003
(read more about the symposium at www.prodwat.watsan.net/page/425)
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PRODWAT

The PRODWAT thematic group was established in 2003 to work for better recognition of productive uses of
domestic water supplies, and the improved delivery of multiple use water services at the household level. It focuses
on how these services may be made to work for poverty reduction, supporting activities like backyard gardening,
livestock keeping and micro-enterprises. The group members undertake research, share information and advocate
for better support to these activities: where water plays a crucial but neglected role in people's

livelihoods. PRODWAT is a collaborative group that you are invited to join!

Website
www.prodwat.watsan.net

Subscribe and unsubscribe
If you would like to receive news from the PRODWAT group, or have your name removed from the mailing list,
please write to John Butterworth at butterworth@irc.nl




