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This newsletter provides information on the provision of multiple use water services. It focuses on how these may
be made to work for poverty reduction by supporting people to get access to water for both domestic and
productive activities. The productive focus is on small-scale activities like backyard gardening, livestock keeping
and micro-enterprises. These all play a crucial role in people's livelihoods but are often neglected in water supply.
The newsletter is produced by the MUS (multiple use water services) group that was previously known as the
PRODWAT thematic group. Currently the coordinating partners of the group are the IRC International Water and
Sanitation Centre, the Overseas Development Institute (ODI), PumpAid, the Water Engineering and Development
Centre (WEDC), the International Water Management Institute (IWMI), the Natural Resources Institute (NRI), Plan
International, Winrock International and Cinara. You can find more details, join or become a coordinating partner at
www.musgroup.net

1) Introduction to the issue: stakeholder platforms take multiple uses forward
In our previous issues of this newsletter we have reported on a rapidly growing number of new initiatives around
multiple uses of water. In a number of countries, various multi-stakeholder platforms are now including mus into
their discussions and practices. In some cases, specific platforms have even been established around the theme of
mus. This issue highlights a number of these stakeholder platforms, including the Learning and Practice Alliances
in Ethiopia that are part of the RiPPLE project, a stakeholder group organised around a Resource Centre in Bolivia,
and a learning alliance in Nepal. A next opportunity for discussing these and other aspects related to multiple use
will be at the Stockholm Water Week, where a multiple use session is scheduled to take place organised by
Winrock, one of the MUS group coordinating partners. We hope to see you there!
Stef Smits, IRC International Water and Sanitation Centre (smits@irc.nl)

2) Sharing news: the RiPPLE project, Ethiopia
In one of the previous issues of the MUS Group Newsletter, we reported about the start of the DfID-funded RiPPLE
project in Ethiopia. The essence of the project is “money into water, and water into money”. It looks into sustainable
financing mechanisms for rural water supply (money into water), as well as into the ‘big question’ of how
investments in water supply and sanitation contribute to the government’s wider objectives of economic growth and
poverty reduction and the subsequent implications for WSS sector policy and programming (water into money). To
answer the second part of the question, the project currently looks into the relationships between access to water
services and growth and poverty reduction. This is done at a macro, through analysis of general development
indicators, and micro level, through analysis of household level data and case studies. These studies are expected
to last until March 2008. After that, a second phase will start of long term action-research focused on assisting
implementers to develop water supply and sanitation interventions which help better protect poor households
against livelihood shocks and promote food security and productivity. This will be carried out through so-called
Learning and Practice Alliances (LPAs).
For more information, contact Tom Slaymaker (t.slaymaker@odi.org.uk) or have a look at the RiPPLE website
www.rippleethiopia.org.

3) MUS images: Money into Water, Water into Money, Ethiopia
The RiPPLE project’s website provides a virtual picture gallery, showing the linkages between water, livelihoods
and economic growth in Ethiopia.
See http://www.rippleethiopia.org/virtualgallery.php

4) Sharing news: Involving intermediate level organisations is critical for scaling up mus
in the Andes
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From 11-13 June 2007, the Latin American partners in the MUS (Multiple Use Systems) project, including Cinara
from Colombia, and Centro Agua and Agua Tuya from Bolivia met in Cochabamba, Bolivia, to draft the conclusions
from three years of action-research in the field of multiple use systems. They concluded that all the communities in
the areas that were studied are using their water supply systems for small-scale productive uses. These bring
about various livelihood benefits to the users, especially in terms of reducing their vulnerability to shocks, when
their main sources of income fall away during hard times. They manage their water supply systems in such a way
that this water can be used, without large incremental costs. However, intermediate level organisations, like
Municipalities, often do not respond adequately to this situation.

In Colombia, the sectorally-minded government programmes apply rigid guidelines that limit small-scale productive
uses. In Bolivia, to the contrary, the intermediate level is relatively weak. This means that communities can manage
their systems as they want, but do not have a support structure to fall back on. The partners concluded that
involving intermediate level organisations is critical to scaling up the mus approach, especially by strengthening
them in the way they provide support to community management. These and other conclusions were presented to
a group of stakeholders from Cochabamba (including local government, NGOs, and community based
organisations) on 13 June. They confirmed these findings, and illustrated them with an interesting experience in the
Municipality of Vinto. There, a programme of PROMIC-BTC (Integrated Catchment Management Programme and
the Belgian Technical Cooperation) changed their approach from developing water supply and irrigation facilities
separately to a more integrated system. They involved the Municipality strongly throughout the process, and the
Municipality is replicating the approach now in another part of the catchment.
See http://www.musgroup.net/page/714. For more information about multiple use services in the Andes, see
http://www.musproject.net/page/176

5) Sharing news: lessons from a Learning Alliance in Nepal
Our last issue highlighted NEWAH’s experience with multiple uses in Nepal. But NEWAH isn’t alone. The MUS
concept is gaining a great deal of traction in Nepal with different types of stakeholders: communities, NGOs, and
government organizations. IDE (International Development Enterprises) has been promoting a learning alliance
around the topic in Nepal as part of their work in MUS (Multiple Use Systems) project. This approach took two
forms: 1) advocacy of the concept through formal workshops at the district and national levels and 2) the creation
of partnerships for project implementation through the search for matching funds. IDE started off in the field of mus
by carrying out some pilot projects. Since project funds covered only part of the construction cost, communities had
to search for extra funds. This was perhaps the most essential component for garnering partner support.

Not only did partners contribute financially to projects, but they also attended community meetings and participated
throughout the entire mus process, integrating them into the work and deepening their understanding of the need
and viability of mus. After successful impacts were observed IDE began promoting the concept through the
Learning Alliance. IDE used field visits as a tool to show all stakeholders the MUS vision in a practical sense and
see the tangible positive impacts it had on communities. At the same time organizational linkages were built
through the more formal Learning Alliance meetings and workshops and resulted in the buy-in of multiple
government departments and NGO partners at both the district and national level. Learning Alliance partners are
now analyzing the best mechanism to incorporate MUS into the formal government structure of Nepal for wide-
scale implementation. Those involved with MUS to date believe in its power for effective and efficient water
resource management in rural Nepal. As the Department of Agriculture Planning Division Director expressed,
“MUS can be an entry point for empowering the people.” The particular mechanisms for MUS upscaling are still
being fine tuned, but one thing is clear: the conceptual evolution of MUS and project implementation will continue
well after the conclusion of the MUS project ends later this year.
Full reports on the learning alliance in Nepal, and on the community pilot projects can be accessed at
http://www.musproject.net/page/1187 and http://www.musproject.net/page/1117 respectively. For more information,
contact Monique Mikhail mmikhail@ideorg.org

6) MUS images: Learning about multiple uses in Nepal


