VILLAGE ASSESSMENT REPORT

SEVILLE A

1. Background

Name of village: Seville A

Population: approx. 780 people (CDF chairperson, 2006)

Number of households: (71 in 2004), 104 (CDF chairperson, 2006)
This village is located about seventeen (17) kilometres on the south-eastern side of Hluvukani. Its immediate neighbouring villages are Seville C (Ka-Million), which is in the northerly direction and Seville B (Makrepeng) which is on the north-eastern side. Both these villages are just about five (05) kilometres outside of Seville A.
2. Introduction

A pre-assessment meeting was held with the village Induna (head-man) and members of the Initial contact with the village is made through the village Induna (head-man) and the CDF (Community Development Forum) including its chairperson. The purpose of the assessment was introduced to these structures that then showed some level of interest in having it take place.

It was agreed that the process can take place, a date for the assessment was set and the CDF together with the Induna began inviting villagers to and making arrangements for the meeting. The venue for the village process was the Department of Agriculture’s “Rest Camp” which was located on the community’s livestock grazing camp. This is the place in which the community holds meetings and other community functions. The chairperson of the CDF is an employee of the Department of Agriculture, which may explain the choice of venue for community meetings.
3. Water and livelihood assessment
3.1. Community level

1.1.1. Tool 1: Income-Expenditure tree
In this exercise, villagers were asked to identify all sources of income in their different households. They were then asked to show the uses of such income and then identify those sources of income that depended on water.

Sources of income

The majority of people is self-employed or makes income through piece-jobs. Some are Civil Servants, teachers as well as DWAF and Agric employees, while others get income through Child and Old-age Grants. There are teachers, nurses and security guards.

Income generating activities

Sale of: marula jam, marula nuts, marula beer and other traditional beer, fish, juice, dry morogo (wild spinach), dry fruits, thatching grass, plastic and grass mats and firewood.

Other activities include transporting of sand and firewood, looking after livestock as well as working on other people’s fields.

Uses of income

On average, the uses of income are around food provision, household maintenance, paying for school fees and buying school uniform, buying clothes, paying debts as well as for “Stokvels” and burial societies.

Role of water in income generating activities

Watering of livestock, grass for mats and backyard garden. Water for beer brewing, processing morogo (wild spinach) and marula jam.

Activities for food security

Backyard gardens, stock farming, jam making

Social networks

People depend on household or immediate family members and neighbours than relatives. Relatives are ranked last because they usually stay very far.

Shocks and stresses

Old-age and child grants are the greatest form of coping strategies followed by help from friends and fate 
1.1.2. Tool 2: Mapping Exercise 

After the introduction of the tool and its purpose the community was asked to divide itself into two groups according to sections from which they come. The main road, in this instance, was used as the dividing line.

Volunteers were given pens to plot, with input from community members, the different streets and yards in the village. They later entered on the map household names, household heads as well as the number of people per household. Questions were asked concerning the number of household members, whether to include those that were away seeking employment or working away from home. 

This exercise was dominated mostly by the youth, though the elderly voiced their opinion from time to time.

Household characteristics

Males followed by females head the majority of the households and none of them are child headed. Both the child and old-age grants are the major source of income for most of these families. Households collect their drinking water from community standpipes. A very small number of households, though, have private connections or yard taps. The exact number is not known since these were not being monitored or recorded. All households do collect rainwater.

 Infrastructure Map

The community depends on underground water for their domestic potable water. There are nine (09) drilled holes around the community with only one of them able to provide some water. This one borehole is not connected to any reservoir or tank. It releases water directly into the reticulation network. It is not clear to village people, why these other holes are not provided with pump engines.
There are two seasonal rivers or streams on either side of the village – Machewu River and Manyeleti River. Two community dams are located on the Machewu River which, provide water for mainly livestock and a few other household activities such as washing of clothes, water for construction purposes as well as watering of back yard gardens. 

Overall, Seville-A has six (06) reservoirs/water tanks. Two tanks are at the local school, Munyamana; two are not connected to the reticulation network, one of these is located next to a livestock-dipping tank to provide water. Out of the six, only two reservoirs supply the village with water. The reticulation network has nineteen (19) taps, eighteen (18) standpipes and one yard-tap at the school. There are also an unknown number of “unauthorised” household connections). Out of the entire number of standpipes only one is not in working order.

The village is made up of seventy-one (71) households

Seville A Water Map
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1.1.3. Tool 3: Water uses and sources 

In this exercise, villagers were asked to list the different uses of water they have in their daily lives. They were then asked to identify the different sources of water associated with such uses.

	                 Sources

Uses    
	Mpfula (rainwater)
	Swihlovo (hand-dug wells)
	Damu (dam)
	Pompini (tap)

	Ku nwa (drinking)
	-
	2
	-
	20

	Ku sweka (cooking)
	-
	1
	-
	21

	Ku hlamba (bathing)
	-
	-
	18
	7

	Ku hlantswa (washing)
	2
	2
	17
	2

	Ku yaka (building/construction)
	1
	1
	16
	6

	Ku nwa swifuwo (livestock watering)
	-
	-
	17
	3

	Ku cheleta (irrigation)
	-
	-
	20
	2

	Total frequency
	3
	6
	88
	61


Tap water is mostly used for cooking and drinking. Only a very few households use hand-dug wells as a source of water for drinking and cooking. Dam water is the most frequently used for many purposes such as household activities, livestock and vegetable garden watering.

1.1.4. Tool 4: Focus Group Discussion

The community has a number of structures that deal with various issues. These structures include the water committee, CDF, Pension Committee – deal with issues around access to child and old-age grants, community garden, farmers committee, traditional healers and grazing scheme committee.

It appears that the community has developed a clear channel of communication. In case of problems with the borehole pump, the operator reports to the water committee which then reports to the regional Department of Water Affairs and Forestry in Hluvukani. It takes the Department anything up to six months to respond to problems brought forward by the water committee. The water committee deals with water management issues. These are reporting any leaks, breakages and any problems around maintenance of the system.

The two most common problems around the borehole are that there is sometimes not enough diesel to keep the pump running and that there is not enough underground water for the pump engine to abstract for longer hours. The municipality supplies fuel, though it does not always leave enough and takes a while to bring the next batch. These then result in insufficient water for the community.

The Seville-A Water Committee met up with their counterparts in Seville-C to discuss issues surrounding water that, by agreement between the two water committees, is supposed to be pumped from Seville-C to Seville-A. Water is sometimes pumped into Seville-A through the discretion of the engine operator in Seville-C. Villagers in Seville-A believe that they need an inlet pipe connected from their borehole directly into their reservoir instead of pumping water into the reticulation network.

For those days that there is water in the village people collect as much water as they want without any limitation. There are no rules as to how much water is to be collected per individual or per household as we have seen happen in other villages. This was disputed by one water committee member that was interviewed who said rules were set at three 20 litre-containers per household, but community members were reluctant to follow them.
Because of the nature of family composition, where on average more than one generation lives in the same household, discrimination against the elderly or the disabled in fetching water is unheard of. Usually young people go out to collect water or firewood.

Prioritization of water uses is decided at household level by the woman of the house. Villagers believe that if sufficient water was supplied they would be able to bathe properly, do all their household chores and also water their gardens.
3.2. Inter-household level

1.2.1. Tool 5:  Well-being Ranking

From the map, villagers were asked to mark out households that lived a similar life. 

	Categories
	Category one
	Category two
	Category three

	
	Va le hansi (low)
	Va le xikarhi (middle)
	Va le henhla (high)

	Income
	Some rely on child or old-age grants from a family member. Some rely on friends and family
	Grants, parents or piece-jobs
	Employed, self-employed

	Education and skills
	Most have no formal education and not many are skilled. One person is an animal tracker, some are painters and carpenters.
	Teachers’ training and running small businesses 
	Teachers training, variety of skills such as carpentry, cattle breeding.

	Health
	Mental health, high blood pressure
	Mental health, heart diseases, diabetes 
	Heart diseases, eye problems

	Water
	From village standpipes, hand dug wells, walking to Seville-C
	From village standpipes, hand dug wells, walking to Seville-C
	From village standpipes, hand-dug wells, walking to Seville-C or pay those that have cars to go fetch water.

	Housing
	Most people have thatched houses and are waiting for the RDP programme to start. Insufficient housing.
	Can afford to build houses with “normal” roofing.
	Have big houses.

	Clothing
	Donated clothing from church and by relatives.
	Buy from cheap stores such as PEP
	Mostly buy from PEP stores but can afford to buy from other shops as well.

	Livestock
	Few chicken and maybe a cow or two in other households
	Have some cattle, goats and chicken
	Have cattle, goats and chicken. Can afford to sell some and still maintain a stable livestock complement

	Food type
	Pap and dried morogo, twice a day.
	Pap, beans, dried and wet morogo twice or thrice a day
	Can afford three meals a day.

Breakfast - tea and bread

Lunch and supper – pap, rice, morogo and some meat.

	Land use
	Growing seasonal crops such as mealies and morogo
	Growing seasonal crops such as mealies and morogo
	Can plough bigger fields and be able to fence them off against animals. Can afford to pay for labour.

	Fuel
	Fire wood, paraffin and very few can afford electricity.
	Fire wood, paraffin and electricity
	Fire wood, paraffin and electricity

	Transport
	Foot, bicycle, few can afford bus fare.
	Foot, bicycle, can fairly afford bus fare, few use taxis
	Foot, bicycle, bus, can afford taxi fare

	Health
	Mental health, high blood pressure
	Mental health, heart diseases, diabetes 
	Heart diseases, eye problems

	Water
	From village standpipes, hand dug wells, walking to Seville-C
	From village standpipes, hand dug wells, walking to Seville-C
	From village standpipes, hand-dug wells, walking to Seville-C or pay those that have cars to go fetch water.


Though people in this village are very poor, they are still able to differentiate between households in terms of those who can afford to meet a few needs and those who solely depend on handouts from friends and family. Other than livestock watering, dam water is also used, by the majority, for washing clothes. Some people do use tap water to do their washing. Almost all villagers have ploughing fields, but can only use them to grow seasonal crops because they can not afford to pump water from the dam into their fields. Villagers say they own pieces of land, but acknowledge that they do not have title deeds for it. They all usually buy clothing during the festive season.

The community ranked itself as being very poor because of lack of or inadequate infrastructure e.g. they do not have a high school, no have clinics or a crèche for their little ones.
3.3. Intra-household level

1.3.1. Tool 6: Household interviews

A number of households were selected per category for the interviews. These interviews took place a few days after the village assessment process. It was made clear to all participants that the selected households were only going to help the assessment team with providing information, there would be no incentives given to these households. 
Closure 
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